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ABSTRACT 

This autoinstructional lesson deals vith the study of 
Ban and his environaent. No previous experience or learning in this 
field is required. Enphasis is placed on analysis of population 
growth and the inpact population grovth and trends have on natural 
resource depletion. The behavioral objectives (five) are listed. The 
study guide for the student* vhich requires about 30 ainutes of tine* 
includes both script and worksheet. A bibliography of three 
references is given. (EB) 
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BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVES 1. 



2. 



3. 



To state the present size of the 
U* S* population and pr()dlct future 
populations based upon 2 and 3 
child families. 

To analyise the growth of the U. S. 
population between 1900 and 1970 
In terms of: 

birth rate 
death rate 
Immigration 
growth rate 

To analyze U* S. trends In popula- 
tion distribution. 



4* To assess the impact of population 
and affluence on natural resource 
depletion. 

5 . To analyze the economic impact of 
zero population growth* 

Slide projector-8 slides 
Cassette player - tape 
Study 3uide for student 
Teacher's guide, script 

30 minutes 

Carrel or table 
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1 ! challenges to hviman destiny in the 

lest third of this century will be the growth of population." 
This statement was made by President Nixon In setting forth 
the challenge of stablllalng the population. In this lesson 
we will examine the population of the United States to deter- 
mine (1) its present size, (2) Its growth rate, (3) where 
people are living, (4) the demands of a growing population on 
the environment, and (5) projections for the future. 

Perhaps you have heard It said that the country's population 
Is growing rapidly. You may have thought that this means that 
people are having more children these days than In the past. 

l22^i?^®"'^^ "^^^^ ^8 analyze this situation. 
Place SLIDE in In the viewer and answer questions 1,2, and 
3 on your study guide. Turn the cassette player off while you 
do this. (PAUSE) 

In answering questions 1-3 you have seen that people are hav- 
ing fewer children today than In the past and that the birth 
rate is declining, it seems that if present trends continue 
we are not In danger of becoming overwhelmed by people, but 
we do face some critical problems. Most of yoi^ listening to 
this tape are about 15 or 16 years old and you were probably 
born in 1957 or 1958. In 2 or 3 years you will be 18 and eli- 
gible to vote. After leaving high school you will seek a Job 
or continue your education. It is likely that many of you 
will marry and start a family of your own within a few years 
after leaving high school. By the time you are about 42 years 
old, the 21st century will have arrived and your children will 
be having children. By the year 2015 you will be approaching 
retirement age. Many questions about your future need to be 
looked at now. Where will you live - in a city, suburb, or 
in the country? How many children are you likely to have? 
Will the number of children you and other people have influence 
the quality of your life? Place SLIDE ^1^2 in the viewer. (PAUSE) 
This slide shows the differences in population growth depending 
on whether families have an average of 2 children or 3 children. 
Turn off the cassette player while you answer questions 4. 5. 
and 6. (PAUSE) ' * 

If families average 2 children in the future, growth rates will 
slow and population will reach 300 million by the year 2015. 
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At thm 3 child rate, the population will reach about 400 mil- 
lion in the year 2015. You can see that Just a difference of 

1 child per family can increase the population by an extra 
100 million persons by the year 2015. Recently the National 
Comnission on Population Growth and America's Future com- 
pared the outlook for 2 versus 3 child families. Now place 
SLIDE in the viewer. (PAUSE) The CotDmlsslon found that 
per person income may be as much as 15% higher with the slower 

2 child average. The Commission feels that the slower growth 
rate will not cause a business slump. Sales on everything is 
still expected to grow. The slower growth rate should also 
ease the burden of finding a Job. So, despite the fears of 
many economists that the country's businesses would suffer, it 
seems that a slower growth rate will really help the economy « 

Now let us take a look at where the growing population is like- 
ly to live. Place SLIDE #4 in the viewer and answer questions 
7 and 8. Turn the cassette player off while you do this. You 
can see that there has been a trend in movement from the farm 
to the city and recently a trend from the city to the suburb. 
But where are you likely to live in the future? It is hard 
to say for sure, but there are perhaps four alternatives: 

1. the country 

2. small cities 
3 • suburbs 

4. new towns and planned communities 

In our own area it: is interesting to note that the area between 
Glasgow and Bear, Delaware is likely to increase in population 
10 times by 1985. This makes this area one of the major growth 
areas in the United States. A lot of good planning will have 
to be done by local and state planners to insure quality liv- 
ing for future residents of this area. 

Place SLIDE it5 in the viewer. (PAUSE) Anyone who has packed 
a tent and headed off to a national park only to find it packed 
solid with other campers knows how population growth affects 
our recreational space. Owing to population growth and in- 
creased demands the number of visitors to our national parks 
has more than doubled in the past ten years. 

Hace SLIDE #6 in the viewer. (PAUSE) Not only recreational 
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•pace is becoming scarce, but other resources such as lumber, 
oil, water, and minerals are diminishing. This slide shows 
that the U.S. with only 6% of the world's population consumes 
30% of the world's energy resources. We often fail to realize 
that our high standard of living requires a large portion of 
the world's resource riches. Considering the tremendous 
amount of resources necessary to maintain our high standard of 
living wo can soon realize that most of the world's population 
can never hope to enjoy our living standard. There Just 
aren't enough resources to go around. 

Place STJ.de ^^7 in the viewer. (PAUSE) These Indian housewives 
are preparing meals in the same way their ancestors did centur- 
ies ago. This type of living standard is typical for much of 
the world's population. Very little of the world's natural 
resources such as coal, oil, and other minerals are used up 
by people living like this. 

Place SLIDE ^1^8 in the viewer. (PAUSE) An American housewife 
is surrounded by gadgets that consume a great amount of the 
world's resources. The American housewife consumes over 55 
times as much energy as the Inciian housewife. 

It seems that Americans will continue to demand a higher stand- 
ard of living even though the world's supply of resources is 
dwindling and the population is increasing. The Population 
Goramisslnn concluded that there is no good reason for continued 
population growth. In fact, solutions to the world's problems 
will be made more difficult by further population growth. 
This less-^n will be completed when you have answered question 
9 on your study guide. (MUSIC) 
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STUDY OUIDB 
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1« How many more people were added to the U. S. between 1900 
and 1970? 



2. How many years longer are people living today than in 19007 



3. lilhat happened between 1900 and 1970 to the 

a. number of births per 1000 population? 

b. number of deaths? 

Ct number of Inmlgrants? 

d. annual growth? 

e. growth rate? _____ 

4. If families average 2 children, what will the population 
be by the year 2015? 

5. If families average 3 children, what will the population 
be by the year 2015? 

6. What difference does a 2 child versus a 3 child family 
make by the year 2015? 

7. Between 1940 and 1970 what has happened to the 

a. number of people living on farms? ^_____ 

b. number of people living in cities? 

c. number of people living in suburbs? ___ 

8. Based on this trend, where are you likely to live? 



9. List several reasons why a stab;'.lized (no growth) population 
would be a good thing. 
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